SUZETTE MARTINEZ STANDRING

Milton, MA
(617) 322-1420

E-mail: suzette@readsuzette.com
Web-site:  www.readsuzette.com
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

2001 – Present: Massachusetts: Freelance columnist/writer.  Writes a regularly appearing “In-Business” profile feature and humor columns for the Milton Times, a weekly publication. She writes feature pieces for the Patriot Ledger, and is a contributing columnist for the Boston Metro. She was voted Best Columnist of the Year by readers of the Milton Times’ 2003 Best of Milton survey.

Vice-President of the National Society of Newspaper Columnists, 2002-03. (www.columnists.com). 

2000, New Jersey: Correspondent for the Courier News, a Gannett daily publication based in Bridgewater.  Relocated to Massachusetts.

1998 – 2000, New Jersey: News reporter, features writer, and humor columnist for the Hunterdon County Democrat, a regional weekly newspaper based in Flemington, New Jersey.  Assigned to cover the county’s Board of Chosen Freeholders.  Received an award from the Hunterdon County Board of Agriculture (1999) for coverage of the deer overpopulation problem.

Appointed the Chair of the National Society of Newspaper Columnists’ 2001 annual meeting in San Francisco. Developed the educational programs, procured speakers, and coordinated the meeting.

1996 - 1997, Connecticut: Grant writer for The Morris Foundation. Applied for funds from corporations and charitable organizations. Separately, on a volunteer basis, developed and taught a stress management program at Webster Correctional Facility, a men’s state prison in Cheshire, CT.  Relocated to New Jersey.

1984 – 1995, California:  Executive Director to the following trial lawyer organizations (simultaneously):  The Association of Defense Counsel of Northern California, (1500 members; 11 years) The American Board of Trial Advocates (260 members; four years) and the Edward J. McFetridge American Inn of Court (100 members; 3 years), all headquartered in San Francisco. Association management, seminar coordination, and writing of promotional materials and for its quarterly magazine "The Comment."

1974 – 1983, California:  Law Offices of George T. Davis;  and Morrison & Foerster, worked as legal secretary, paralegal and office manager.

HONORS and AWARDS

February 2003:  Voted Best Columnist of the Year by readers of the Milton Times’ 2003 Best of Milton survey.
June 2002:  Elected Vice-President of the National Society of Newspaper Columnists

June 2000: Appointed 2001 Program Chair for the annual meeting of the National Society of Newspaper Columnists.

Nov. 1999: Appreciation Award from the Hunterdon County Board of Agriculture for coverage of the deer overpopulation problem.

March 1998, Gardening How-To Magazine, winning essay.

June 1998, Finalist in the Twelfth Imich Writing Contest for the Exceptional Human Experience Network.

Dec. 1995, President’s Award, The Association of Defense Counsel of Northern California, “Outstanding service in the field of civil law.”

1994: Short story featured in Dan Wakefield’s  book, Expect a Miracle:  The Miraculous Things That Happen to Ordinary People.
EDUCATION:

San Francisco State University, (1976) Paralegal Program

San Francisco Community College (1974) Legal Secretarial Program

Cathedral Catholic High School, San Francisco (1972)

